
Make your backyard a  
vacation destination

Why fly?
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When was the last time you looked into booking a resort 
vacation for your family or simply took a moment to con-
sider the costs? Roundtrip airfare, lodging, dining, resort 
wear bought before (and during) your trip and that’s just 
the beginning of an inevitably long list. Wouldn’t it be nice 
to invest that money into something that will last longer 
than eight days and seven nights?

As high-end property values continue to stumble, 
for many long time homeowners it makes more sense to 
upgrade an existing home than deal with buying and selling 
in a stagnant housing market. And, as the outdoor living 
industry continues to explode with so many new options 
and amenities, investing in an outdoor entertainment area 

may just offer the most enjoyable return for your money, 
especially when you consider the convenience of creating a 
vacation destination in your own backyard.

 “When you consider the cost of travel and the stressful 
situations at airports these days, vacationing at exotic loca-
tions can be more hassle than it’s worth,” says Bill Ehler, 
owner of Natural Design Swimming Holes. “California liv-
ing is all about the outdoors, we’re already a vacation desti-
nation for much of the world.”

That’s why Ehler says he’s seeing more and more home-
owners choosing to spend their vacation dollars on resort 
inspired amenities for their own homes; it’s what he calls a 
“lifestyle” investment and it’s one that offers lasting value. 

May/June 2008 | Central Valley | Home Improvement & remodelIng    7 



Continued from 7

“I think the most dramatic change that we’ve seen in the 
pool industry is the advent of outdoor kitchens, eating areas 
and wet bars to create a real outdoor living area,” says Ehler. 
“Pools have become just one component of a complete out-
door entertainment area.”

But then again, he’s not talking about your average pool.

Make it more than a pool
Outdoor eating areas with big screen TVs and fireplaces 

can truly make your backyard usable and enjoyable year-
round, but it’s the pool that steps up the fun quotient. 
What does it take to create a backyard pool that makes your 
whole family feel like they’re on a never-ending vacation? 
Consider the features that stand out in your mind when you 
think back to the last resort pool you played in. Here are 
some of Ehler’s favorite picks for creating a pool that rivals 
the best resorts.

• Shallow beach areas with sandy bottoms are a great 
place for toddlers to play or adults to relax. Built-in boulders 

can be strategically placed for seating or smaller 
stones can be used for steps. 

• What about a “cuddle cove?” A quiet, inti-
mate spa area that opens to the pool yet remains 
private, thanks to a few carefully placed boulders. 

• Hot spring waterfalls can warm up a spa by 
delivering hot water in a controllable volume, 
much like a natural hot shower. Waterfalls in 
general can add an adventurous element to any 
pool and can be designed for a variety of uses. 
Stone benches can be built directly under a cas-
cading waterfall or for those who prefer, behind 
a waterfall for a grotto-like setting. 

• Decorative rocks and boulders can transform 
an ordinary pool into something that looks like a 
natural swimming hole on a tropical island. Rock 
formations that extend from the bottom of a pool 
to far reaching heights not only create a dramatic 
visual effect, but offer several practical benefits 
too. Man-made boulders can be “molded” to cre-
ate convenient and comfortable seating within 
the pool that is barely noticeable from above, and 
smooth boulders above the water line, although 
eye-catching, are not obvious when it comes to 
their intended purpose as sunning stones, jump-
ing rocks or even water slides. When profession-
ally designed, the placement, size and purpose 
for each and every boulder is carefully planned to 
create visual balance and multiple entertainment 
areas throughout the pool area. Decorative boul-
ders can even be used to create highly effective 
erosion control walls when pools are built into 
steep hillsides and they’re much more attractive 
than typical retaining walls. 
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So the next time you 
think about escaping 
to a tropical resort, 
take a moment to 
think how nice it 

would be if instead  
of filing through 

security checkpoints 
and boarding lines 
you could simply 
step outside your 
own back door.

“Not only have backyard swimming pools become more 
elaborate and exotic,” says Ehler, “but new technology has 
led to computerized systems that make them more enjoyable 
and dependable for the average home owner.” For example, 
efficient pumping systems regulate the flow from a decora-

tive waterfall so that it continually operates 
at an optimum level and cleaning systems 
manage chemical processes effortlessly.

So the next time you think about escap-
ing to a tropical resort, take a moment to 
think how nice it would be if instead of filing 
through security checkpoints and boarding 
lines you could simply step outside your 
own back door. As Ehler says, “Why fly?”

Natural Design Swimming Holes has been 
designing and building complete outdoor en-
tertainment centers, including architectur-
ally unique sculpted stone swimming pools 
for more than 20 years. Always dedicated 
to remaining adventurous in design and up-
to-date on technological advances in energy 
efficient equipment, the company is commit-
ted to completing every phase of construction 
with its own full-time in-house construc-
tion crew. Call them at (530) 823-5164 to 

schedule an in-home appointment or visit them online at  
www.naturaldesignswimmingholes.com to see examples of 
their resort inspired backyard creations. Ask them about 
their new written construction schedule policy. v

• Care for a margarita? Swim-up bars are a great way to 
bring everyone together, no matter if they’re in the water or 
out. With a raised-waterline design people can have a face-
to-face discussion whether they’re relaxing on underwater 
seating or tending bar. 

• Decorative island rocks not only lend to that tropi-
cal feel of a natural swimming hole, but provide the perfect 
place for a shade umbrella or directional lighting on a water-
fall or other decorative element of the pool. Island rocks can 
also become a focal point of a pool when surrounded by a 
shallow-tide-pool beach area.
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